
1. Please briefly explain why you decided to run for the state Senate. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this survey.   The decision to run for re-
election is an easy one for me.  I care deeply about my community and believe in public 
service.  I believe I have a track record of representing its interests well.  I am a better, 
more thoughtful and more effective legislator than I ever have been.   I love Wyoming 
and I love the opportunity to serve Fremont County in the Wyoming Senate.   I am one 
of those lucky people that have a flexible job that lets me devote the time necessary to 
being the Wyoming Senator from District 25.   As an economist, I find that my training is 
directly helpful to public policy analysis. 
 
I am a very effective legislator and an effective committee chairman.  Individually I have 
sponsored 39 successful bills and co-sponsored many others.  My chairmanship work 
was recently recognized when it was noted that the Corporations, Elections and Political 
Subdivisions Committee was reported in a recent news story as the most effective 
committee in the legislature, based on bills sponsored and passed. 
 
Looking at my service, I cannot help but point to some important highlights.  One 
highlight is my work for the 2nd amendment.  Recall that I have had several bills in the 
area of restoration of the unconstitutional loss of 2nd amendment rights due to 
convictions for a misdemeanor.  I have worked for Wyomingʼs concealed and open carry 
laws and for hunting rights in general.  Most recently I sponsored a bill that allows 
people to donate licenses to disabled veterans, helping to create the heartwarming and 
very successful Hunting with Heroʼs program in Wyoming.     
 
Second is my work on behalf of the Wyoming Life Resource Center where I have been a 
tireless advocate against seeming impossible onslaught from folks that simply do not 
understand the profound needs of the people who live there and are my constituents.  
We achieved a great victory last session when the legislature agreed to develop a long 
term investment plan to better use the facility.    
 
That being said, I also must say that I am very disappointed in the Wyoming Department 
of Health for the very severe budget cuts that they have recently made at the Wyoming 
Life Resource Center.  It escapes me that the state government has simultaneously 
made a substantial commitment to the long term viability of the Center and at the same 
time permitted short-term cuts and overcrowding of residential facilities that has turned 
the facility back decades – I will work to expose this and fight it every step of the way.   
 
The third thing I have done is to bring a more thoughtful approach to decision making, 
especially in the area of taxation.  I was the author of the study that forced the 
legislature to look at the impacts of taxation on our mineral industry.  I did this to combat 
forces that were advocating a reduction in mineral taxes saying that lower taxes would 
stimulate production.   My study showed that modest changes in the level of severance 
taxes would not impact production decisions.  As a result we have not had a major effort 



to reduce severance taxes for years and we have preserved the money available for 
state government and future generations from one–time, irreplaceable minerals. 
 
 
2. How would you describe yourself politically: are you progressive, centrist, 
conservative or something else? 
 
I am something else!  I care most that we allow people the freedom, guaranteed by our 
Constitution, to rise to their potential.  In that I guess you could call me a tolerant 
republican fiscal and constitutional conservative with very strong libertarian leanings. 
 
3. What is the most talked about issue among voters in your district, and how do you 
describe your position to them? 
 
There are two things that I get asked about most.  The first is about the relationship 
between the Eastern Shoshone and Northern Arapaho Tribes and the state of Wyoming 
and the various controversies, conflicts and cooperation that we have.  Other questions 
in this survey have focused on some areas of difference, so I would like to discuss the 
significant areas of success and cooperation that the state of Wyoming and tribal 
governments have.  Perhaps most notable of these is in water development. State water 
development funding has improved community water supplies and irrigation delivery 
systems on the Wind River Indian Reservation.  This would have been unheard of in 
earlier years and was brought about by the work of the Select Committee on Tribal 
Relations of which I am a member and Chairman along with Representative Goggles 
and others.  There are many other significant areas of cooperation, including roads and 
highways, family services, education, and so much more.  We forget how much the 
state and tribal governments do work together for the benefit of all of the citizens of 
Wyoming that live on or near the Wind River Indian Reservation. 
 
The second is the state of affairs for people with developmental disabilities that are 
either on the waiver program (or wait list) or receive services at the Wyoming Life 
Resource Center.  All of these people have been impacted by recent short-sighted 
attempts to cut the programs.  I know first-hand that the cuts being made at the Life 
Resource Center are hurting people.  We have gone backwards towards 
institutionalization by concentrating large numbers of persons in residential settings.  
Numbers such as 14 and more in a residential unit should never be tolerated in a 
community program.  And so called reforms in the waiver program have hurt the 
financial viability of community programs and other providers.   
 
4. Do you favor or oppose expansion of Medicaid in the state of Wyoming, including the 
Wind River Indian Reservation? 
 
I think the funding and incentives in our medical system are a mess, and frankly, I view 
government efforts as largely propping up the most inefficient health care system on the 



globe.  I especially become suspicious when the drug and insurance companies and 
hospitals all support an expansion of taxpayer subsidies for their industry.  
 
That all being said.  I know first-hand what it is like to owe medical bills.  The system 
has been built around inflated costs and insurance money and direct payers like me get 
punished.   
 
There is already significant cooperation between the Wyoming Department of Health 
and the health programs on the Wind River Indian Reservation including a Wyoming 
Office of Multicultural Health.  With regard to the possibility of a Medicaid Expansion 
Program just for reservation, which is permitted under Federal law, the Select 
Committee on Tribal Relations that I co-chair with Representative Goggles, sponsored 
HB 80 in the last session.  The bill, which did not receive enough votes for introduction, 
would have authorized the Department of Health to investigate a waiver providing for 
Medicaid coverage for persons of American Indian descent. 
  
5. Do you support or oppose an increase in the state minimum wage? 
 
The Wyoming state minimum wage is pretty irrelevant because Wyoming workers are 
consistently paid at market rates that exceed the state minimum.  Economic studies of 
minimum wage impacts reliably show that 1) as long as the market wage is above the 
minimum wage, changes in the minimum wage have no impact, and 2) where the 
government required minimum wage is higher than wages determined by the market, 
then there is a trade-off between higher wages for some and reduced employment for 
others.  More people in America live in poverty due to unemployment than due to “too 
low” minimum wages.  No one ever talks about this trade off.   
 
When you drill down as to who actually gets a minimum wage, nationwide it is less than 
3 percent of the workforce.  Most minimum wage earners are not heads of households.  
More than half are students or other young people who are part of a larger household 
with above average household income.  The minimum wage is one of the major reasons 
for our nationʼs high rate of teen unemployment and teens constitute nearly one quarter 
of the nationʼs minimum wage workforce.  I believe that it is a good thing for teens to 
participate in the labor market and that it teaches life skills, leads to more independence 
and responsibility. 
 
 
6. What is your position concerning the EPA's decision to include the city of Riverton as 
part of the Wind River Indian Reservation? 
 
I think the EPA has made an error with the decision and acted beyond the rule of law 
and its authority, leaving the state of Wyoming little choice but to seek a judicial remedy.  
That all being said, I am a peacemaker and favor dialogue. I am privileged to serve as 
one of the Chairman of the Select Committee on Tribal Relations. I am proud of our 



commitment to good relations and achieving the benefits of Wyoming citizenship for all 
of Wyomingʼs people.   We all live in this valley and we all still be living here after the 
dust settles from this.   
 
7. What do you think of the Legislature's decision in 2013 to limit the authority of the 
state superintendent of public instruction, and the Supreme Court's ruling that portions 
of the law were unconstitutional? 
 
It was a bad idea and I was against it – and still am.  I was one of the very few 
legislators that consistently voted against the legislatureʼs action to strip the 
Superintendent of her oversight powers.  It was clear to me that the action was against 
the Wyoming Constitution and the Wyoming Supreme Court agreed with me. 
 
8. In general, is it more important for Wyoming to save money or spend some of its 
reserves on immediate needs? 
 
It is most important for the state of Wyoming to provide appropriate, constitutionally- 
permitted governance and services to our citizens.   It is difficult for me to get around the 
notion that Wyomingʼs budget has consistently grown at more than double digit rates for 
more than the past decade.   
 
Budgeting should start by first deciding how much government we need and then 
funding it accordingly with minimum levies on our citizens.  Mineral revenues, especially 
severance taxes, are compensation for not having that tax revenue available in the 
future.  The goal should be to replace a declining source of wealth with an increasing 
one.  That is why we increase permanent, principle-protected, mineral funds so that we 
have interest as income to offset the one time minerals. 
 
9. Do you view the Tea Party as a positive or negative force in Wyoming politics? 
 
I am encouraged by the Constitutional and freedom based ideals that I see in the Tea 
Party Movement.  It has brought new people and new ideas and a healthy skepticism 
about government to politics.  I strongly support the Tea Partyʼs agenda of 
Constitutional Government and Freedom.  Unfortunately, some members are not as 
socially or spiritually tolerant as their freedom movement deserves. 
 
10. If there is an issue we have not asked you about that you would like to address, 
please do so. 
 
Thank you!  Being a Wyoming Senator representing Fremont County is more than 
passing bills in Cheyenne and serving on Committees.  It is also about being a servant 
to individual citizens who have issues or concerns about government.  Some of the 
most rewarding parts of my job are helping a constituent contact the right person in 
government to get their concerns addressed or finding a solution to their problem.  



Dozens of people look to me to write recommendations every year and I take this job 
very seriously, always providing a truthful account which build on the strengths that 
these people have.  I also get to be a mediator and a peacemaker and I work to keep 
lines of communications open between my many friends from very diverse interests in 
my district.  No district in Wyoming has more diversity than Senate District 25 and being 
their Senator is an honor and privilege that requires respect for all points of view. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to participate in our candidate survey. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to write or call me. Best of luck to you in the primary election. 
 
 


